
MSU Community 
Music School
East Lansing and 

Detroit

Audience 
•	 The	Community	Music	School	serves	individuals	of	all	ages,	

incomes	and	abilities.
•	 Each	year,	nearly	3,000	students	are	served	at	the	two	CMS	sites.	

Of	those,	approximately	85	percent	are	children	and	youth.
•	 Through	concerts,	performances,	partnerships	and	community	

events,	CMS	programs	connect	to	more	than	10,000	members	of	
the	Greater	Lansing	and	Metro	Detroit	communities	annually.

Funding
•	 CMS	programs	are	funded	entirely	through	student	tuition	and	

fundraising	efforts.	The	Detroit	site,	new	in	2009,	receives	some	
funding	from	the	Provost’s	Office	to	support	its	operations.

•	 In	fiscal	year	2010,	CMS	grants	and	fundraising	efforts	totaled	
$292,250.

•	 Financial	aid	is	available	to	students	with	need.	CMS	awards	
approximately	$35,000	in	financial	aid	to	students	annually.	In	East	
Lansing,	47%	of	financial	aid	applicants	are	at	or	below	the	federal	
poverty	line.	Rates	are	even	higher	in	Detroit.

Objectives
•	 While	goals	and	objectives	vary	by	student	and	program,	CMS	

works	to	bring	members	of	the	community	together	with	music	
professionals	who	are	committed	to	sharing	their	extraordinary	
gifts	by	offering	accessible	and	affordable	music	instruction,	music	
therapy,	and	performance	opportunities	for	all.

•	 Broadly,	CMS	strives	to	create	an	environment	in	which:
•	 Students	feel	safe,	supported	and	part	of	a	community.
•	 Students	demonstrate	an	increase	in	confidence	and	self-

esteem.
•	 Students	demonstrate	an	increase	in	knowledge	of	music	and	

ability.
•	 College	of	Music	students	gain	teaching	experience	and	faculty	

have	research	opportunities.

Description
•	 CMS	in	East	Lansing	offers	private	lessons	on	over	20	instruments,	

more	than	15	classes	and	ensembles,	five	summer	camps,	and	
music	therapy.	Youth	classes	and	ensembles	include:	Early	
Childhood	Music,	Children’s	Choirs,	String	Ensemble,	Rock	Band,	
and	Group	Piano.	Adult	classes	and	ensembles	include:	Beginning	
Strings,	Choral	Union,	New	Horizons	Band,	and	Folk	Music.

•	 CMS-Detroit	offers	jazz,	group	music	lessons	for	youth	and	adults,	
early	childhood	music	education,	the	Aspiring	Musicians	Summer	
Camp,	music	therapy	and	New	Horizons	Band	(a	program	for	
adults).	

•	 Currently,	21	MSU	College	of	Music	faculty,	53	undergraduate	and	
graduate	students	and	60	community	members	teach	or	assist	with	
programs	at	CMS	in	East	Lansing	and	Detroit.

•	 65%	of	CMS	faculty	hold	at	least	a	master’s	or	doctoral	degree.
•	 While	contact	hours	vary	by	program,	most	students	attend	CMS	

programs	weekly	throughout	the	school	year.	Many	have	one-on-
one	time	with	our	talented	faculty.

Impact
•	 Through	music,	CMS	programs	and	services	have	transformed	

lives.	
•	 Therapy	clients	have	spoken	their	first	words	at	CMS.	
•	 Young	music	students	who	were	struggling	academically	have	

found	the	confidence	and	resolve	to	succeed	in	school.	
•	 Adults	who	once	felt	isolated	have	found	a	community	and	a	

sense	of	belonging	at	CMS.	
•	 Other	students	have	found	their	career	choice	at	CMS	and	

have	gone	on	to	study	music	at	the	collegiate	level.
•	 Students	and	parents	are	surveyed	each	semester.	In	fall	2010,	

98%	of	survey	respondents	reported	that	they	either	agreed	or	
strongly	agreed	that:	CMS	met	or	exceeded	their	expectations	and	
they	would	recommend	their	class	or	teacher	to	others.

•	 CMS	in	East	Lansing	has	partnerships	with	23	different	
organizations.	Partners	include:	Common	Ground	Music	Festival,	
Community	Mental	Health,	Early	On,	Montessori	Children’s	House	
of	Lansing	and	Ten	Pound	Fiddle.	

•	 CMS-Detroit	has	partnerships	with	10	different	organizations.	
Partners	include:	the	Detroit	Symphony	Orchestra,	Focus	Hope	and	
COTS	(Coalition	on	Temporary	Shelter).

Additional Significant Information
•	 All	full-time	CMS	faculty	participate	in	grant	writing
•	 One	out	of	every	20	CMS	East	Lansing	students	receives	financial	

aid,	and	one	out	of	every	ten	CMS-Detroit	students	receives	
financial	aid.

•	 Requests	for	financial	aid	have	increased	during	the	past	three	
years.	CMS	has	responded	by	increasing	funds	available	for	
financial	aid	by	89	percent.	(Growth	is	56	percent	in	East	Lansing.)

Contact Information
MSU	Community	Music	School
841	Timberlane	Street,	Suite	B
East	Lansing,	MI	48823
517-355-7661,	ext.	10
commusic@msu.edu	
www.cms.msu.edu

The Community Music School is the outreach arm of the College of 
Music.
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